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A 4‐year‐old boy presented with agitation accompanied by penile swelling and tickling noticed by his father few hours prior to presentation. Physical examination revealed an edematous circumcised penis of adequate length and width concomitant with age. A thin‐lined hair coil was noticed wrapped around the patient\'s glans penis leading to a bulged, edematous penis (Figure [1](#ccr32198-fig-0001){ref-type="fig"}).

![Edematous penis secondary to a hair coil strangulation around the glans penis](CCR3-7-1452-g001){#ccr32198-fig-0001}

Penile tourniquet syndrome, otherwise known as penile hair strangulation, most commonly involve a hair coil as the culprit of compression around the penis.[1](#ccr32198-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"} It is typically hypothesized to be originating from a maternal wet hair that have incidentally found its way to the coronal sulcus. Upon drying, the thin coiled hair loses its elasticity and shortens leading to a set of possible complications that range from simple edema to the most severe scenarios of penile necrosis, ultimately leading to amputation.[2](#ccr32198-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"} It must be considered in the differential for any penile swelling and edema (Table [1](#ccr32198-tbl-0001){ref-type="table"}).

###### 

Differential diagnosis of neonatal penile swelling

  -----------------------------------------------------------------
  Contact dermatitis
  Penile trauma
  Paraphimosis
  Balanoposthitis (infectious/contact‐induced)
  Urethritis
  Postinstrumentation, for example, indwelling catheter insertion
  Insect bites
  Sexual assault
  Penile hair strangulation
  -----------------------------------------------------------------
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Management of such cases varies with the severity of injury and ranges from simple detachment of the hair coil to urethroplasty and ventral dartos fascia coverage at the site of defect.[1](#ccr32198-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"}

Albeit a rare presentation in pediatric wards, penile hair strangulation must be cautiously noted to avoid any serious damage to external genitalia.
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